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Abstract (English)

Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is the contemporary form of formal Arabic used today across the
Arab world in media, education, government, publishing, and digital content. It evolved naturally
from Classical Arabic as its refinement rather than its replacement, and coexists with regional
dialects in a complementary diglossic system. Despite being the operational language of the Arab
world, MSA remains insufficiently documented and standardized. This 2026 revised edition of a
study first published in 2016 offers an updated definition of MSA, documents its principal
grammatical, lexical, phonetic, and orthographic conventions, adds a dedicated chapter on MSA
in the age of artificial intelligence, and proposes four pillars for its standardization alongside a
renewed, community-driven research initiative.
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